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Abstract
Grey Filastine has enlisted the entire world's help with his new album, Dirty Bomb.

The Barcelona-based DJ and producer, who, like label mate DJ/rupture, transverses

the globe yearly to play shows, has MCs from Japan, Argentina, and Africa rhyming

over gritty global beats. The latest political statement and production masterpiece

from the Soot label is the prototype of globalized urban sound.

~ Patrick Burns

Review
Grey Filastine was born in Seattle and lives in

Barcelona, but he's a globetrotter through and

through, and Dirty Bomb is a pastiche of

sound from around the world. With an ear

pointed to the type of gritty urban centers

depicted on the album cover, Dirty Bomb
references dubstep, baile funk, breakcore,

North African drum patterns, Arabic folk music

and Bollywood strings. And it will devastate

your subwoofer.

 

Hybridization on this scale can create something as revolutionary as "Hungry Ghosts."

It begins as a two-step groove with Australian Wire MC adroitly navigating the snare

cracks. Midway through, the beat transforms itself into an echo chamber, with ECD,

an underground MC from Japan, cutting through the haze. 

 

Dirty Bomb is DJ Filastine's second album. The sonic lightning rod gained notoriety

as a founding member of Infernal Noise Brigade, a 20-piece marching band that

fueled the anti-globalization protests at the WTO summit in Seattle. Yet Dirty Bomb is
nothing if not a product -- and a celebration -- of globalization. It could be as useful

to a cultural anthropologist as it could to a club in Rio, overheard on a dusty street in

Tunis and in Internet cafes in the banlieues outside Paris. 

 

That this multinational soundscape is on DJ/Rupture's Soot label shouldn't surprise

anyone familiar with Uproot or Shotgun Wedding. Filastine follows Rupture down the

desolate path from the political protest to the dance floor by way of the Sahel. But at

times Filastine overreaches, and DJ/Rupture's deft rhythm-blending is conspicuously

absent, as on "Fitnah." The track opens with Flamenco hand claps and a mourning

Middle Eastern vocal. But unlike the track's distant cousin on Shotgun Wedding,

"Game Over," the bass is a shade too demonic for the delicate feminine voice. 

 

On "Con Las Manos en la Masa," favela drums patter around a looping siren while
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On "Con Las Manos en la Masa," favela drums patter around a looping siren while

Argentinean rapper Malena D'Alessio rapid-fires a chorus: "Movete tu cadera en

Africa/ movete tu cintura in Asia" ("Move your hips in Africa/ Move your waist in

Asia"). But it's not all about dancing for Filastine. As the name implies, Dirty Bomb
attempts to make a political statement. "Music is a weapon/ Music is a thing of the

future./ Music is a weapon of the future," says a nondescript voice on "Marxa." What

Filastine intends to do with the weapon, and who possesses the bomb is a mystery.

But does it really matter?

 

Even after translating some of the verses, it's tough to decipher the message behind

Dirty Bomb. An explanation comes on the last track, "Como Fugitivos." A gypsy girl,

apparently singing in a cave in Southern Spain, wails "robalo" ("steal it"). It couldn't

be more obvious: Filastine is the 21st century's sound appropriator, snatching up

and repackaging the world's most raw noise. It's not too unlike another artist who

used to reside in Barcelona, a certain Mr. Picasso, who had advice that Filastine has

probably heard: "Good artists borrow. Great artists steal."

 

- February 2, 2009
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The xx: XX (August 17, 2009)

Sean Paul: Imperial Blaze (August 18, 2009) - PREVIEW

Pissed Jeans: King of Jeans (August 18, 2009)

Destroyer: Bay of Pigs EP (August 18, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Mariah Carey: Memoirs of an Imperfect Angel
(August 25, 2009) - PREVIEW

Kid Cudi: Man on the Moon: The Guardians
(August 25, 2009) - PREVIEW
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Arctic Monkeys: Humbug (August 25, 2009)

Mew: No More Stories... (August 25, 2009)

Willie Nelson: American Classic (August 25, 2009)

Willie Nelson: The Nearness of You (August 25,

2009) - PREVIEW

Soulja Boy: The DeAndre Way (August 25, 2009) -

PREVIEW

David Bazan: Curse Your Branches (August 25,

2009)

Mack 10: Soft White (August 25, 2009)

Brendan Benson: My Old, Familiar Friend (August

25, 2009)

Creed: Full Circle (August 25, 2009) - PREVIEW

Blitzen Trapper: Black River Killer EP (August 25,

2009)

Datarock: Red (September 01, 2009) - PREVIEW

A Fine Frenzy: Bomb in a Birdcage (September 08,

2009)

Amerie: In Love & War (September 08, 2009)

Health: Get Color (September 08, 2009) - PREVIEW

Yo La Tengo: Popular Songs (September 08, 2009)

Pete Yorn & Scarlett Johansson: Break Up
(September 08, 2009)

50 Cent: Before I Self Destruct (September 08, 2009)

- PREVIEW

Amy Millan: Masters Of The Burial (September 08,

2009)

Grand Archives: Grand Archives – Keep in Mind
Frankenstein (September 08, 2009)

CunninLynguists: Strange Journey – Volume Two
(September 08, 2009) - PREVIEW

Vivian Girls: Everything Goes Wrong (September 08,

2009)

Anti-Pop Consortium: Fluorescent Black
(September 09, 2009) - PREVIEW

Jay-Z: The Blueprint 3 (September 11, 2009) - PREVIEW

Beastie Boys: Hot Sauce Committee Part 1
(September 15, 2009) - PREVIEW

The Dodos: Time to Die (September 15, 2009)

Muse: The Resistance (September 15, 2009)

Q-Tip: Kamaal the Abstract (September 15, 2009)

Monsters of Folk: Monsters of Folk (September 22,

2009)

Volcano Choir: Unmap (September 22, 2009)

David Gray: Draw The Line (September 22, 2009)

Volcano Choir: Unmap (September 22, 2009)

Islands: Vapours (September 22, 2009)

Almighty Defenders: Almighty Defenders
(September 22, 2009)

Diddy: Last Train to Paris (September 22, 2009)

Royce Da 5'9": Street Hop (September 22, 2009)

Yoko Ono Plastic Ono Band: Between My Head
and the Sky (September 22, 2009)

Alice In Chains: Black Gives Way to Blue
(September 29, 2009)

Paramore: Brand New Eyes (September 29, 2009)

Plies: Goon Affiliated (September 29, 2009)

Snoop Dogg: Malice In Wonderland (September 29,

2009)
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La Roux: La Roux (September 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

The Black Heart Procession: Six (October 06, 2009)

Air: Love 2 (October 06, 2009)

Joe Budden: The Great Escape (October 13, 2009)

Tech N9ne: K.O.D. (October 27, 2009)

Sting: If On a Winter’s Night... (October 27, 2009)

Morrissey: Swords (October 27, 2009)

Lil Jon: Crunk Rock (November 24, 2009)

Angels & Airwaves: Love (December 25, 2009)

Kurt Vile: Childish Prodigy (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Tim McGraw: Southern Voice (December 29, 2009)

Adam Lambert: On With the Show (December 29,

2009)

Usher: Monster (December 29, 2009)

Hole: Nobody's Daughter (December 29, 2009)

Joe Budden: Mood Muzik 4 (December 29, 2009)

Dolla: A Dolla And A Dream (December 29, 2009)

Young Jeezy: Thug Motivation 103 (December 29,

2009)

T.I.: Paper Trail: Case Closed (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Young Dro: P.O.L.O. (Players Only Live Once)
(December 29, 2009)

Tyga: The Introduction (December 29, 2009)

Joell Ortiz: The Free Agent (December 29, 2009)

Deftones: Eros (December 29, 2009)

Phish: Joy (December 29, 2009)

Final Fantasy: Heartland (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

De La Soul: You're Welcome (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Why?: Eskimo Snow (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Estelle: All of Me (December 29, 2009)

Hatebreed: Hatebreed (December 29, 2009)

Slayer: World Painted Blood (December 29, 2009)

Redman: Reggie Noble "0" 9 1/2 (December 29,

2009)

Method Man: Crystal Meth (December 29, 2009)

Big Boi: Sir Luscious Leftfoot ... Son of Chico
Dusty (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

The Cool Kids: When Fish Ride Bicycles (December

29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Charlotte Hatherley: Cinnabar City (December 29,

2009)

Kat DeLuna: Iniside Out (December 29, 2009)

D'Angelo: James River (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Rakim: The 7th Seal (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Lil Wayne & Juelz Santana: I Can't Feel My Face
(December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Raekwon and Ill Bill: Weed vs Cocaine (December

29, 2009)

Lil Wayne: Tha Carter 4 (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Shrinebuilder: Shrinebuilder (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Saigon: Warning Shots 2 (December 29, 2009)
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Missy Elliott: Block Party (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

The Roots: How I Got Over (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

M.O.P.: The Foundation (December 29, 2009)

V/A: New Moon (Twilight) Soundtrack (December 29,

2009)

R. Kelly: Untitled (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Rick Ross: Before I Self Destruct (December 29,

2009)

Fern Knight: Castings (December 29, 2009)

Eve: Flirt (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Saigon: The Greatest Story Never Told (December

29, 2009)

Plush: Bright Penny (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Erykah Badu: New Amerykah Part Two (Return of
the Ankh) (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

D-Block: Prepare for Glory (December 29, 2009)

Clipse: Till the Casket Drops (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Lupe Fiasco: LupE.N.D. (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Kid Sister: Dream Date (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Dr. Dre: Detox (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

MF Doom: Born Into This (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Timbaland: Shock Value 2 (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Prince: MPLSOUND (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Prince: Lotus Flower (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Rihanna: Dark Angels (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Jesse Rose: What Do You Do If You Don't
(December 29, 2009)

Gentleman Reg: Jet Black (December 29, 2009)

Dead Meadow: Peel Session (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Consequence: Cons TV (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Carolyn Mark with NQ Arbuckle: Let's Just Stay
Here (December 29, 2009)

Tiffany Evans: Ponytail Crush (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Swizz Beatz: Life After the Party (December 29, 2009)

Beastie Boys: Tadlock's Glasses (December 29,

2009) - PREVIEW

Red Cafe: The Shakedown (December 29, 2009)

The Jesus Lizard: Head [reissue] (December 29,

2009)

The Jesus Lizard: Liar [reissue] (December 29, 2009)

The Jesus Lizard: Pure [reissue] (December 29, 2009)

Themselves: CrownsDown (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Nickelus F: Rare (Portishead Remixes) (December

29, 2009)

Royce Da 5'9": Bar Exam 3 (December 29, 2009)

Obie Trice: Bottom's Up (December 29, 2009)

The Willowz: Everyone (December 29, 2009)

John Fogerty: The Return of the Blue Ridge
Rangers (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW
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The Flaming Lips: Embryonic (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Gary Lightbody: Tired Pony (December 29, 2009)

Gary Lightbody: Listen Tank (December 29, 2009)

Chingy: 1st Quarter (December 29, 2009)

Lil Boosie: Superbad (December 29, 2009)

Third Eye Blind: Ursula Minor (December 29, 2009)

Jadakiss: Kiss My Converse (December 29, 2009)

The Game: The R.E.D. Album (December 29, 2009)

The Jesus Lizard: Goat [reissue] (December 29,

2009)

Cam'ron: Killa Season 2 Soundtrack (December 29,

2009)

Eminem: Relapse 2 (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Death Cab for Cutie: The Open Door (December

29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Patrick Wolf: The Conquerer (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Wale: Attention Deficit (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Cormega: Born and Raised (December 29, 2009)

Christina Milian: Elope (December 29, 2009) -

PREVIEW

AFI: Crash Love (December 29, 2009)

Lupe Fiasco: We Are Lasers (December 29, 2009)

Ludacris and Shawna: Battle of the Sexes
(December 29, 2009)

Lupe Fiasco: Lasers (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

The Jesus Lizard: Down [reissue] (December 29,

2009)

Olivia Tremor Control: Dusk at Cubist Castle
[vinyl reissue] (December 29, 2009)

Olivia Tremor Control: Black Foliage [vinyl
reissue] (December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

CHLL PLL: Aggressively Humble (December 29,

2009)

Yung Joc: Mr. Robinson's Neighborhood
(December 29, 2009) - PREVIEW

Young Buck: Back on My Buck Shit (December 29,

2009) - PREVIEW

Chip Tha Ripper, Kid Cudi: The Almighty Gloryus
(December 29, 2009)

Chamillionaire: Venom (December 31, 2009) -

PREVIEW

Architecture in Helsinki: Vision Revision (December

31, 2009) - PREVIEW

The Streets: Computers And Blues (February 23,

2010)

U2: Songs Of Ascent (December 28, 2010) - PREVIEW

Jadakiss: Top Five, Dead or Alive (December 28,

2010)

Rick Ross: Teflon Don (December 28, 2010)
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